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opinion by his jokes and laughter at his trial,
and by the flippancy with which he received his
sentence. " I care not how I speed, I owe God
a death."
He had based all his life on cutting a dash
before his fellow-men, and it is characteristic of
him, though not of the people of the age, that
having failed and come to ruin, he did not keep
up the pose. Whereas most men in those days
treated their execution as a final opportunity of
appearing in public, and made a dramatic exit
with a final speech, Essex refused. " All popu-
larity is vain/* he said. He asked for a private
execution, and that was the last favour which was
granted him by the Queen.
Essex was put tP deat& in February, 1601.
Elizabeth livedP for just two more years. At
first her great spirit kept her up. ~ She was old,
but she had not lost Tier courage. The whole
world rang with praise of the sjSlendid way she
had met this danger. Henry of Navarre expressed
what all felt: " She only is a King! She only
knows how to rule!"
Once it was over, she showed all the effects
of the shock. She paid iess attention to her
appearance; she was moody and irritable. She
felt her life was over too. In the autumn she
called Parliament together, and her speech summed
up the reflections which had been passing through
her mind* " It is not my desire to live and reign
longer than my life and feign shall be for your